4                  CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS

within our reach. The history of the past seems to
say that no other was possible; that the growth of the
Church in any State inevitably implied its connection
with the State. What the circumstances of the future
may be must be left to the future to declare.

When people speak of a State Church they often
forget that the connection between Church and State
has not always been the. same. When we take a con-
crete Church, as that of England, Scotland, or Ireland,
and say that it is to be disestablished, we have immedi-
ately to state the items which make up what we con-
sider disestablishment. In the case of the Church of
Ireland it consisted mainly in excluding a few bishops
from the House of Lords, who, indeed, had not perma-
nent seats, and in leaving the Church to choose its own
officers. The deprivation of a third of the Church's
property was called disendowment, and reckoned some-
|feg;,$Jfite distiact from disestablishment. There
was addeE tlie public declaxatioiL ef the: Government
of the country that the Church in Itetoad was no
longer a State Church. It was this which constituted
it a disestablished Church, so far as it is disestablished.
It was left in possession of two-thirds of its property
and all its churches, some of which are to be kept in
repair by the Government, as in some special sense be-
longing to the nation. State establishment in its first
and simplest form is when the State allows the Church
as a corporate body to hold property. The next formes
when the State interferes to regulate that property, of
to put restrictions upon it. Another form is when the
State directly gives property to the Church. The
connection may be where the State simply pro-